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The Pastoral Care and Volunteer Services team has been very busy during the past few months. Since SwedishAmerican implemented visitor
restrictions due to COVID-19, many patients have been unable to connect with their loved ones on a regular basis. To help ease this burden, our
chaplains and trained volunteers have stepped in during this time to provide countless hours of emotional and spiritual support.
In coordination with SwedishAmerican Security, our volunteers have also been hard at work at the front doors of our clinics and the many
entrances of the hospital, screening all patients and visitors to help keep our community healthy and safe.
We are incredibly grateful for our outstanding chaplains and volunteers for being here when
patients need it the most. If you are interested in learning more about this program,
please reach out, and we will be happy to connect you with a staff
member in the Pastoral Care and Volunteer
Services office.

Introducing
Amanda Johnson, BSN-RN
Being able to come to work knowing that
I will make a positive impact on the lives
of some of the smallest, sickest patients
and their families is extremely rewarding.
Whether I am trying to keep a 1-pound baby stable on a ventilator or helping a preterm
baby learn how to eat, I treat all of my patients as if they were my own.
I have a unique perspective as a NICU nurse because I was also a NICU mom. My son,
Kellen, had a four-month NICU stay that included multiple surgeries. Because of the
wonderful care we received, he is now a happy and healthy 6-year-old. It is because of
the experience with my own son that I feel I can relate to parents on a completely different
level and offer them a type of advice and support that not all nurses can. One of the most
important things to me as a NICU nurse is making sure the parents are included in as much
of the baby’s care as possible. Being a NICU nurse and mom really teaches you not to take
anything in life for granted, and while having a baby in the NICU is never something any
parent wants to experience, for me, it is something that I would not change.
I was already a nurse when my son was born, but I decided to become a NICU nurse
because I wanted to help other families like my own. Being able to give back to those
families what was given to me while my son was a patient really is the ultimate gift. I chose
to work at SwedishAmerican because everyone is so welcoming and really treats you like
family. Working here has been one of the most rewarding experiences.
-Amanda Johnson, BSN-RN
Thank you, donors, for your support of SwedishAmerican! Your contributions
are always appreciated but are especially cherished throughout the COVID-19
pandemic. To learn more about any of the programs featured here, or to discuss
your options for giving, please contact SwedishAmerican Foundation at
(779) 696-2496 or email Foundation@SwedishAmerican.org
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Why I Give
I was born at Highland Hospital in 1962 and had
my tonsils removed there. I still remember the
room, the stuffed animal my doctor brought
me and eating lots of popsicles! This facility
has since been remodeled into the gorgeous
SwedishAmerican Medical Center Belvidere.
I grew up in Belvidere and married my high
school sweetheart. We have been married 35
years and have two beautiful daughters, Amelia
and Abby. I have been at SwedishAmerican for
29 years and have had a front row seat to the
financial challenges healthcare providers face.
Swedes has met those challenges while caring
for all members of our community.
SwedishAmerican has a culture that generates
goodwill
among
the
employees
and
community, and you see the donations put to
good use. We have recently added primary
care clinics and are nearing completion of the
addition to our main campus. I am so grateful for
the opportunity SwedishAmerican has provided
me as a patient and employee, and I am so
proud to call it my home. Swedes has provided
the opportunity for my husband, Mark, and I to
raise our two children in this community, and
that is why we give.
Patti DeWane,
Chief Financial
Officer, and
husband,
Mark

Greetings, friends!
As the weather turns cooler,
the landscape colors change
and the year winds down, our
thoughts turn to our donors
with grateful hearts. For all
the challenges of 2020, your ongoing support
of SwedishAmerican has been inspiring to our
providers and employees. Thank you very
much for encouraging us and being a part of
our team!
It’s true that Covid-19 has impacted us at
Swedes, but many things have stayed the
same. Innovative approaches in medicine
and excellence in patient care abound, and
that’s our message throughout our update
in this Together letter. Read on for updates in
oncology, pediatrics and behavioral health,
among other programs. Swedes is a great
place to invest your philanthropic dollars …
now more than ever! So let’s talk soon about
which program you would most like to support.
Be well,

Neuro and Headache Clinic

As you may know, October is Breast
If you or someone you know
Cancer Awareness month, which provides
suffers from chronic headaches,
the perfect opportunity to deliver an
you can appreciate the work of
update on the incredible advancements in
Dr. Jeffrey Royce and his team
SwedishAmerican’s Breast Health Program.
at SwedishAmerican’s Neuro
The program is led by Dr. Lacey Stelle and
and Headache Center (NHC).
her team, composed of Megan Buja, PA-C,
Currently serving 4,000 patients,
Margeaux Norem, RN, and Nurse Navigator,
the NHC is the expert treatment
Jennie Ortgiesen. Through innovation and
center in the region with all
collaboration, this team continues to raise the
three
Rockford
hospitals
bar on SwedishAmercan’s high standards for
referring patients to it. Per Dr. Royce, not even
patient care and comfort.
COVID-19 has slowed their work: “Headache
care is beyond essential; it is vital. I have had
Utilizing new techniques like Magseed localized
to make house calls to treat patients. We’ve
lumpectomies,
reduced radiation treatments,
kept going throughout the pandemic.”
genomic assays and strata testing, our Breast Health
Though already thriving, there is always
team strives for excellence each and every day.
room for improvement. Dr. Royce and
If you are interested in learning more about the
his team are looking to improve patient
incredible things going on in the Breast Health
lighting, add two infusion/treatment
Program, please contact us for additional information.
rooms for new therapies and to prevent
hospitalizations, and offer financial
assistance programs to help patients
receive necessary therapies not
Child Life Program
covered by insurance.
SwedishAmerican
Foundation
is
teaming up with the NHC to facilitate
these innovations. To learn more
about their work or to see how you
can get involved, please contact
us. Stay tuned for more information
on the upcoming informational
sessions with Dr. Royce.

Center for Mental Health

Breast Health Program

As the necessity for quality mental
healthcare continues to grow in
Rockford and the surrounding area,
SwedishAmerican’s Center for Mental
Health (CFMH) is growing in order to
meet the needs of our community.
Currently, the CFMH is undergoing
an expansion to its Child Psychology
program to help children receive the
treatment and care they need. The
center is looking for assistance in the
purchasing items such as Chrome Books
to keep inpatient adolescent students
from falling behind in school, sensory
activities, and educational support
for the nurses and doctors working
with adolescent patients and the new
technology. If you or someone you
know is interested in helping the Child
Psychology program at our Center for
Mental Health, please contact
SwedishAmerican
Foundation.

Lacey Stelle,
MD

Megan Buja,
PA-C

The Child Life Program at SwedishAmerican is designed to provide comfort to our pediatric patients and
their families during their hospital stay. Led by our compassionate Child Life Specialist, Stacy Zell-Weavel, the
program has become an incredible asset for children and their families.
Each day, Stacy works to help children of all ages understand and cope with their hospital experience through
interactive play, arts and crafts, and much more. She sees hundreds of patients each year, and she often cares
for children who are frequently hospitalized, such as a child undergoing cancer treatment multiple times per
week.
Stacy is one-of-a-kind at Swedes and her work has an immense impact on the children and families she works
with. She cannot do it all alone, however, and SwedishAmerican Foundation is committed to helping expand the
Child Life Program. Donations of all kinds are welcome and truly appreciated. Please call (779) 696-2496 if you
are considering a donation.
A patient uses
the Vecta
Mobile Sensory
Station

Stacy Zell-Weavel
Child Life Specialist

argo
If you’re interested in volunteering,
SwedishAmerican
has
many
opportunities
to
get
involved.
SwedishAmerican Foundation recently
acquired the Chemo Cargo program,
and we are looking for volunteers!
The Chemo Cargo program provides
totes as a resource for patients
undergoing cancer treatments at the
Regional Cancer Center. Each tote is
filled with items that are both useful and
comforting to patients while undergoing
chemotherapy.
Volunteers
would
periodically assist in the assembly of
the Chemo Cargo totes to be delivered
to patients undergoing Chemotherapy
for the first time at SwedishAmerican’s
Regional Cancer Center.

